
Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen. Winston Churchill
This past year, TCDSB schools received over $62,000 in funding for 64 Speak Up Student Voice projects funded by the Ministry of Education.  The funding was used to support a wide variety of initiatives, including examples such as: after school interest courses, cultural events, fitness clubs, and programs which supported leadership, mentorship, healthy living and mental wellness.  

This initiative has been renewed for 2013-14 and project applications are now available on the Ministry website at: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/students/speakup/index.html .  Please not the changes in the application process noted at the end of this email. 

Student groups can apply for individual project grants of up to $1000.  The maximum grant a single school can receive is $2000.  As a suggestion, schools intending to submit more than one application should ensure they do not compete with one another and, ideally, will complement each other.

Grant applications are evaluated based on criteria outlined on the application form, so potential applicants are advised to consider how their project connects to the aim of making learning active, authentic and meaningful.
 Extra consideration will be given to projects which are:
· Implemented by students who are focusing on learning in applied level, workplace destination courses, or alternative programs 
· Focused on active learning which connects learning to the real-world 
· Focused on learning numeracy 
Honouring student voice is a key element of the initiative and so having students actively involved in the design of the project is valued.
The Ministry expects that all projects that are granted funding will be completed, so applicants should understand that the submission of an application indicates a commitment to complete the project by June 2014 and should plan accordingly.
Some notes on the application process: 
Staff mentors for student groups are to complete the application online and save it under a file name that includes their school name and project title.  Completed applications are to be sent to principals electronically.
Principals have two options for submitting applications:

1. SpeakUp applications can be forwarded to speakUpTCDSB@tcdsb.org by Wednesday, October 30, 2013.   The applications will then be forwarded to the Ministry for consideration. 

2. The application can be forwarded directly to the ministry using the button at the bottom of the application.  If this function is used, principals are asked to copy speakuptcdsb@tcdsb.org on the email that is generated.
For information with regards to the Speak Up grants/applications please contact Sheila Gilkinson.  [speakuptcdsb@tcdsb.org or sheila.gilkinson@tcdsb.org) 
Thank you for your dedication to student engagement, voice and supporting our faith through collaborative action. 

